Minutes: Executive Committee Meeting

The Society for Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

Division 24, American Psychological Association
August 15, 2008

Boston, MA

In Attendance: Jeff Sugarman, Barbara Held, Jeff Reber, John Christopher, Angelica Tratter, Sarah Hickenbottom, Jeff Reber, Ron Miller, Alan Tjeltveit, Frank Richardson, Cody Christopherson, Dennis Wendt, Lisa Osbeck

Attending part of session:  Hank Stam, Blaine Fowers

I. Thanks to Executive Committee for various forms of assistance throughout year (Jeff Sugarman)

II. Announcements

a. Election Results: 

i. President-Elect:  Kareen Malone

ii. Member at Large:  Angelica Tratter

b. Award Winners:

i. Distinguished Contribution to Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology:  M. Brewster Smith

ii. The Theodore Sarbin Award for Distinguished Contributions to Narrative Psychology:  Donald Polkinghorne

iii. Distinguished Service Award:  Henderikus Stam

iv. Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contributions to Psychology:  Roger Frie

v. Student Paper Award:  Katerina Daniel

c.  Midwinter Meeting Report (H. Stam and B. Fowers)

i. The First Midwinter Meeting was held in Miami in February, 2008, as planned.

ii. Hank Stam provided brief story of the meeting’s genesis: 

1. Survey was sent to members by email to assess interest.  The response rate, though not high, was overwhelmingly positive.

2. Blaine offered to host the first meeting; Miami was deemed desirable because of winter warmth.

3. An organizing committee was quickly formed, papers and invited speakers were solicited.

iii. Blaine reported the meeting to be a success:  It demonstrated that we could meet in a different way and have different kinds of interactions.  The meeting was more informal, offered much more opportunity for discussion than standard APA meeting format.  Response has been very positive.

iv. Financially, we appear to have come out ahead more than was anticipated (over $700 profit).  This is more than was originally estimated.  

v. Some feedback from attendees requested upgrades in quality and location of hotel.  This must be balanced against concerns about affordability for students.  Suggestions were made, including having students at the host institution provide accommodation for students attending the conference. 

vi. Committee agreed to continue meetings on semi-yearly schedule, rotating with ISTP.  Meetings will be held in warmer climates to attract cold northerners.

vii. Blaine will again host next meeting in Miami, 2010.

viii. Suggestions and/or volunteers for program chair and organizing committee needed.

III. President’s Report

a.   Proposal to Increase Membership Dues:  Jeff Sugarman

The division continues to skimp along financially.  Jeff proposes two steps to combat financial losses:

1.  Increase full membership dues from $29 to $35 annually.  This will bring us in line with divisions 26 and 32.  Student fees will remain at $9.  

2. Implement optional journal policy for Life Status Members.  The division currently has 169 members who pay no dues.  However, the division journal will now be published by APA Press, see below.  APA will charge the division $20 for each life standing member.  Thus the proposal is to keep life status members on as full division members but ask them to pay a $20 fee if they would like to receive the journal.  

3. APA’s internal deadline for dues increase approval is August 18, but Alan reminded the committee that bylaws require a 30 day notification period before any changes to membership dues can be implemented.  Thus, Barbara will apprize the membership of the proposal in a presidential letter and the vote will be held at the 2009 business meeting in Toronto.  Thus the dues increase cannot be implemented until August 2009, assuming it is approved by the membership.  However, because the issue affecting Life Status Members is a subscription issue, not a membership dues issue, a vote is not required.  Thus APA will be immediately informed of that change and the policy will be implemented for the next subscription year.  

b.  Sarbin Award Update (Jeff Sugarman)

1. Jeff has been receiving feedback from some members of the original Sarbin Award Committee that part of the initial agreement was that the Sarbin Award winner would give an invited address at the summer APA meeting.  

2.  We have so few program hours allotted that this would be greatly difficult to implement on a regular basis.

3.  Some committee members recollect that the original agreement was that only the inaugural Sarbin Award winner would give an address to the society.  4.  Lisa will check with Hank Stam who has the original correspondence pertaining to the policy.  

IV. President-Elect’s Report (Barbara Held)

a. Program Chair for 2009 is Michael Tissaw, SUNY Potsdam

i. Program Theme = “Luminaries and Legacies”

ii. Michael Tissaw’s Phone number was changed since the call for papers was posted.  Barbara will check with APA to implement changes on website, but in meantime, phone number is 315-267-2607

b. Joseph B. Gittler Award
i. The Joseph B. Gittler Award was established through 
a bequest from Dr. Joseph Gittler, who wished to recognize the most scholarly contribution to the philosophical foundations of psychological knowledge.

ii. Amount:  $10,000 (per year)

iii. Eligibility:  The Joseph B. Gittler Award goes to a scholar whose body of work or whose individual work is of such consequence to have transformed the field of psychology, as outlined above.  
iv. Application process:
1.  a letter of nomination outlining the nominee's contributions to the area
 2.  a current cv
nominations (including self-nominations) may be submitted online at http://forms.apa.org/apf/grants/ or may be 
coordinated and collected by the chief nominator and sent to:

APF Joseph B. Gittler Award
American Psychological Foundation
750 First Street, NE, Washington DC 20002-4242

Deadline:  June 1, 2009

Questions to Emily Leary, Program Officer, at eleary@apa.org
V. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report (Lisa Osbeck)

a. 2007 Summary
i. The division shows a net gain of $2, 561.41 for 2007.  

(Net loss for 2006 was $2,520).

ii. Income to the division has increased through membership dues,              journal subscriptions, special contributions, interest and dividends. 

iii. Expenses were reduced in categories of administration, mailings, division awards.  Holding executive committee meeting at Mid-winter Meeting also eliminated cost of winter conference call.

b. 2008 Projections
i. Total income already increased over 2007, largely through income from mid-winter meeting

ii. Expenses are already higher than total 2007 expenses, largely because of changes to journal (outlined above).

iii. Estimate breaking even this year.

VI. Council Representative Report (Frank Richardson)

a. PsycCRITIQUES, the APA online book review journal, formerly Contemporary 
Psychology, is soliciting ideas for books to be reviewed as well as names of reviewers.  Suggestions for topics/themes are also requested, so it could be a good opportunity to represent some of Division 24’s interests within APA at large.  
VII. Journal Editor Report (Ron Miller/Thomas Teo)

a. Ron:  Finishing tenure as editor; last issue in fall 08.  Have now caught up fully, will pass torch to Thomas.

b. The journal will now be published by APA.

i. There will be an electronic submission portal in September or October. 

ii. All previous issues dating to at least 1993 will be available on line.

iii. It is very important that we get a high number of high quality paper submissions.  Submissions are requested, especially on broad issues central to the concerns of the division for the first issue.

iv. Although there will be significant start-up costs associated with the move to APA Journals, the long term revenues can be substantial especially due to electronic downloads.

VIII. Membership Chair Report (Jeff Reber)

a. There is an urgent need for a new service base for the website and new webmaster to replace Matthew Draper, who has left Indiana State and the Executive Committee.
IX. Fellows Chair Report (Fred Wertz)

i. Fred not present; no report.

X. Historian’s Report  (Alan Tjeltveit)

a. No report, but request for members of Executive Committee to submit  information on their period of service to the historian when they leave the committee.

XI. Members at Large Report/Student Representative Report (John Christopher, Cody Christopherson)

a. Student scholarship funding drive generated $350 in contributions.

b. This will be divided among students giving presentations or posters for which they are first author, and only if they do not have other funding.

c. In total 14 students have applied for an award, the $350 will be divided among them.

d. The committee requests more contributions from division members to help this important effort and provide more funding for students.  A suggested contribution of $50-100 from tenured faculty members of the division was proposed and discussed.  

e. Dennis Wendt is incoming student representative
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