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Division 24 Society for Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

Executive Committee Meeting

San Diego

August, 2010

Minutes of the Meeting

Attendees
1. James T. Lamiell
2. Sarah Hickinbottom

3. John Christopher

4. Kathleen Slaney

5. Jeff Reber

6. Amy Fisher Smith

7. Naomi Lee
8. Kareen Malone

9. Thomas Teo

10. Barbara Held

11. Frank Richardson

12. John Carter

13. Alan Tjeltveit
14. Brent Melling

15. Marissa Barnes

(Angelica Tratter could not be in attendance due to a family emergency)

President’s Report: Kareen Malone
Kareen Malone thanked everyone for attending and welcomed new members.  She discussed a Diversity Initiative, noting that Division 24 lacks ethnic, gender, and other forms of diversity (in general).  Dr. Malone suggested that the division consider a means of sorting out the women in the division and creating focus groups for the women affiliated with the division to discuss diversity.  
Dr. Reber noted there are currently approximately 300 members in the division, 59 of whom are women.  Dr. Christopher suggested utilizing a conference call as a means of mediating dialogue, and Naomi Lee suggested the possibility of a free conference calling service through freeconference.com.  

Dr. Malone discussed two action items:

a) Changing an aspect of the bylaws of the division regarding affiliates to the division.  She indicated there would be a vote regarding changing the current class of affiliate from “professional affiliate” to “scholarly affiliate”
b) Dr. Malone also indicated there would be an opportunity for the division to vote regarding the mode of casting votes (from mailed ballots to electronic email format).

In-Coming President’s Report:  John Christopher

Dr. Christopher announced the theme for next year’s division conference theme (2011):  Making Theory Count:  Reconnecting the Theoretical, the Personal and the Practical.  
He also announced several initiatives for his presidency including:

1) Virtual book club – senior members of the division will be asked to lead a conversation about a book or article of their choosing (using free conference call technology).  

2) Convention Banquet – host a dinner/banquet on a Friday or Saturday evening of the APA convention.  There was much discussion about whether this type of banquet could replace the traditional and often over-priced social hour.   Some executive committee members noted that a social hour was an expectation particularly for new members and a more private dinner may not allow for the kind of openness that the traditional social hour provides.  

3) Developing the Division web-site – adding content from audio and video recordings from APA symposia and midwinter conference proceedings; use the website to facilitate mentoring

4) Support early career psychologists possibly through reduced fees and an expanded executive board.  There was some discussion regarding the membership gap between student members and early career psychologists, with some members of the executive encouraging free memberships to the division and other incentives for early career psychologists.

5) Reduced fee structure for joint members. 

6) Explore possibility of video feeds to APA convention as a way to draw larger names for guest speakers without the added cost.

7) Establish “talking points” regarding the value of theoretical and philosophical work in psychology.  A committee or working group from the division could establish a list of talking points that could be posted on the division website for use by others (scholars, faculty, etc) to situate their work, help in the tenure process, etc.  
Council Representative’s Report:  Frank Richardson
Dr. Richardson indicated there was nothing substantive to report regarding Council.

Treasurer’s Report:  Amy Fisher Smith

Amy indicated that the division’s June, 2010 Total Assets of $29,348.00 are comprised of cash of $7680 at an APA checking account, two short-term investment accounts of $1,334 and $10,100 (held at Smith Barney and Columbia, respectively) and a $10,105 long-term investment in a Vanguard “Wellesley Income Fund.”  As of August, 2010, all of the division expenses are paid in full and there are no accounts payable.

Royalty Income: According to the preliminary and unaudited financial statements from APA Journals and publishing, the division has received two royalty payments  (one for $6473 and one for $1618) from the profit share publishing agreement between the division and APA Publishing.  As mentioned in the midwinter financial report, residual revenue (after all expenses from journal operations including copyediting, printing, mailing, etc are accounted for) is divided equally between APA and the division.  As a final note regarding the royalty share, Susan Harris at APA journals emphasized that there might be little revenue to share particularly during the first few years, because the journal is moving to a quarterly publication schedule, which will incur additional expense which may initially not be offset by new subscriptions.  

Midwinter Expenses:  The division did not make a profit from the midwinter meeting, but essentially broke even in terms of revenue raised through registration fees and other expenditures.  


2010 Expenses

Total Expenses through June, 2010 equal $5971.  

Net Income in June, 2010 is $9877.

The treasurer was asked to contact Lisa Osbeck, the division’s previous treasurer, to make some inquiries about the Sarbin fund and how it was established and whether or not the Sarbin monetary award can be drawn from the fund itself rather than from the division general revenue.

Past President’s Report: Barbara Held

Dr. Held indicated she had nothing official to report and thanked Kareen for her service as president.
Membership Chair’s Report:  Jeff Reber

Jeff asserted “good” news regarding membership, stating that as of June, 2010, the division currently has enrolled as many new members as the division enrolled during the entire year of 2009.  Dr. Reber indicated the division has increased its membership the most in the category “new members,” particularly a strong number of new student members.  Dr. Reber stated the changes to the division journal (i.e., its affiliation with APA publishers) might be making a difference in recruitment and membership.

Journal Editor’s Report:  Thomas Teo

Thomas reported that since 2009, JTPP had a roster of 35 consulting editors (28 men) and (7 women) residing in seven countries.  Regarding manuscripts, the journal has received 85 new manuscripts, 17 of which were accepted and 12 of which were resubmissions/revisions.  24 manuscripts were rejected with external review; 21 were rejected without external review.  As of August, 18 manuscripts were pending.  Dr. Teo indicated that APA publishing would like to see the journal move to a quarterly schedule, which it will do beginning in 2011.  Additionally, APA publishing would like the journal to aim for a 70% rejection rate.  Dr. Teo indicated that JTPP currently yields a rejection rate of 79%.
Subscriptions:  Dr. Teo indicated JTPP has a total of 540 subscribers (537 members, 3 nonmembers).  These figures do not include complimentary subscriptions.  There was some discussion among the executive regarding possible recruitment of 101 individuals who are reportedly members of APA who receive JTPP but who are not currently members of the division.  

Future Plans:  Dr. Teo stated future plans for JTPP include moving to a quarterly schedule (mentioned above); adding two book review editors (Michael Tissaw and Lisa Osbeck); adding a section editor for News and Notes for conference announcements, member news, and other relevant information (Amy Fisher Smith); and adding a “Materials” section for short papers, documents, and interviews.

Program Chair’s Report:  Naomi Lee (and Kareen Malone)
Naomi reported that 32 individuals submitted papers to the APA program, 26 of which were accepted on the division program in San Diego.  She stated there were 11 symposia and 9 papers accepted.  Additionally, Naomi reported there were 9 graduate students presenting papers and 6 graduate students presenting posters on the division program.
The winner for the student paper award and competition was announced as Cody Christiansen.  

Naomi noted there were no graduate or undergraduate student paper submission at the May 15, 2010 deadline.  Therefore, she and Kareen offered a $100.00 monetary award and extended the paper submission deadline to July 15.  She noted there were two submissions this year and five student submissions last year.  

Naomi encouraged the executive to attend the poster presentations, noting there would be thirteen poster presentations in total on the division program.

She also noted several highlights of the division program including invited addresses by Rom Harre and Linda Alcoff.   

Member at Large Report:  Absent

Webmaster’s Report:  John Carter

John Carter noted some progress on a new division webpage or test site.  There was also some extended conversation regarding a new logo for the division.  

Division 24 members can check on-going progress of the new website on the new testsite at the URL listed below:
http://www.theoreticalpsychology.org/testsite/newtest2.html
Historian’s Report:  Alan Tjelveit

Alan noted he is trying to have Richard Williams History of Division 24 posted on the division website.  

Student Representative’s Report:  Marissa Barnes

Marissa encouraged discussion regarding student mentoring and a means of encouraging division members to mentor students who are interested in theory.  
New Business

Division 24 souvenirs and adverts.  There was some discussion about whether the division should or should not pursue this possible option.  There were questions about whether the division souvenirs would be a money-maker or morale builder and whether someone within the division would be willing to take on the responsibility of organizing/planning/and ordering the items.  Another option discussed was whether any money raised from the souvenir profits could be donated to the student fund.  No resolution was reached on this new business.

Midwinter Meeting 2012:  There was discussion regarding possible sites for the midwinter meeting in 2012.  Possibilities included Miami, Phoenix, Salt Lake City, Austin, and Bozeman.  No resolution was reached on this new business.

