Minutes (Approved)
Executive Committee Meeting
APA Division 24
August 6, 2009
Toronto, Ontario


1. Opening remarks, greetings 
2. Acceptance of agenda
3.  President’s Report (Barbara Held):
	a.  In accordance with an announcement made at the August, 2008 business meeting, increase in dues from $29.00 to $35.00 is proposed.  Student dues will remain $9.00; professional affiliates dues will remain $20.00.  Dues exempt members will remain so but will pay $20.00 for a journal subscription.  The proposal will be put to vote at the business meeting.
	b. Proposal to change name of ‘professional affiliate’ to ‘scholarly affiliate’ in order to avoid implication that the category is open only to practitioners (e.g. clinicians). Division Services has informed us that the name change requires a change in our bylaws.  This would require us to raise the issue in the business meeting this year, announce in the fall presidential newsletter, and take the vote in August, 2010.  The committee decided to move forward with this action.
	c. Mid-winter meeting (with Blaine Fowers). Brent Slife and Blaine Fowers are program chairs for the second mid-winter meeting, to be held Feb. 26-28, 2010.  The committee discussed the financial implications of the mid-winter meeting, and agreed that the division assumes a financial risk in holding a mid-winter meeting.  The division will absorb any losses incurred through the meeting.
	Blaine is looking into hotel options for the meeting, including some hotels in other locations in and near Miami.  The idea of hiring a bus that could be used for excursions to restaurants and other locations was also suggested.
d. Electronic voting: In 2007 the APA bylaws were amended to admit online voting in an effort to increase use of green technology.  The option will be extended to all divisions, but we will need to amend our bylaws if we agree.  The proposal will be made in the fall presidential newsletter; a vote will be taken at the 2010 business meeting.

e. Announcement of 2009 Division Awards:
· The Distinguished Contribution Award goes to Michael Wertheimer for his work on perception and cognition (including gestalt theory) and history of psychology.  His address for the Toronto meeting is entitled “Psychology’s Promising Past and Enigmatic Future.”
· The Distinguished Service Award goes to Frank Richardson in recognition of his service as council representative, two consecutive three-year terms as associate editor of JTTP (for which he reviewed every submitted manuscript), president, and program chair.  
· The Sarbin award goes to Ruthellen Josellson for her many contributions and careful empirical work.
· The Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contributions to Psychology goes to Michael Tissaw for his work in conceptual analysis, especially as related to development, and for his work on Wittgenstein, especially his book with Rom Harré.
· The student paper award goes to Brad Wiggins of Brigham Young University.  An honorable mention is awarded to Peter Halpin of Simon Frasier.
· The Joseph B. Gittler Award is administered by the APF and given each year for the most scholarly contribution to the philosophical foundations of psychological knowledge.  The 2009 Gitter award goes to Daniel Kahneman for his lifelong work on human reason and rationality.

4.  Fellow’s Chair Report (Fred Wertz):
Fred reminded the committee that the purpose of his work is to nominate new fellows to the division in two categories:  1) New fellows of Division 24 who are not APA fellows; 2) Fellows of APA who are not yet fellows of Division 24.  
John Christopher’s application for new fellow’s status (Category 1) was approved by APA.
The following persons, previously fellows of APA, are now also fellows of Division 24: Elena Grigorenko, Mark Koltko-Rivera, William Kurtines, Larry Leitner, Jeanne Marecek, James Pate, Isaac Prilleltensky, Jonathan Raskin, Eugene Taylor, David Wulff
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]5.  Council Representative’s Report (Frank Richardson):
President James Bray held a task force on the future of professional psychology.  The talks are available on the APA website.  
APA dues will not be raised. 
A strategic plan is being drafted.  It will forward the assumption that all psychology is grounded in scientific methods.  
6.  Treasurer’s Report (Lisa Osbeck)
In line with the country’s weakened financial structure, the division suffered a 14% reduction in total assets in 2008.  Moreover, the net loss was 2008 due principally   to a loss on our investments and higher than usual expenditures on the journal associated with the transition to APA publications.  However, this transition will have very positive implications for the division in the long run.  We will begin to see money coming in from royalties in 2009.  Financial details and predictions for 2009 are very difficult at this time because of the ongoing transition.  
7.  Past President’s Report (Jeff Sugarman)
Jeff suggested that we take advantage of our opportunity to collect photographs, recordings, and other records of speakers, executive committee members, and other division events for posterity.
8.  Program Chair’s Report (Michal Tissaw)
· There were 47 submissions in total:  8 symposia, 33 papers, 6 posters
· Accepted/scheduled:  5 symposia (one as discussion session), 11 papers (scheduled over 3 sessions), 19 posters (papers not accepted were invited to present as posters).  Some declined offer to present posters or failed to respond, so number of posters is now 15.  
· Some sessions were moved around by APA.
· The student paper competition raised questions this year, including whether co-authored papers are to be given the same consideration as single authored papers.  As member-at-large, Michael plans to begin drafting some guidelines for future competitions for committee approval.
· The division is co-sponsoring a social hour with division 26 on Saturday in Confederation room 6 of the Royal York Hotel.  This does not appear in the convention program.

9.  Journal Editor’s Report (Thomas Teo)
· Merissa Barnes will not continue as editorial assistant because of a lack of funding at York.  Thanks to Melissa for doing a great job.
· Associate Editor:  The Journal has one Associate Editor, Jeff Surgarman, who has been an excellent action editor for 33% of the submitted manuscripts (includes first submissions and revised submissions).
· Consulting editors:  The first 2009 issue's roster of 35 Consulting Editors included 28 men and 7 (25%) women, residing in 7 countries: Australia (2), Canada (5), Denmark (1), Great Britain (2), Ireland (1), South Africa (1), and the United States (23). Consulting editors are still being assembled.  There is a desire to avoid replicating the editorial board of Theory and Psychology. Consulting editors will be asked to take on more work.  Some on the editorial board currently do very little reviewing.
· Actions on manuscripts:  
• New Manuscripts received: 80
• Resubmissions/Revisions: 12
• Accepted: 13
• Withdrawn: 2
• Pending Decision: 22
• Rejected: 11
• Revise & Resubmit: 26 (3 ultimately rejected)
• Open Revise & Resubmit: 11
Rejection Rate: Using APA’s formulas, these figures yield a rejection rate of 79%. 
· Published Material and Number of Pages Published:  First issue in 2009: We published a total of 60 pages (1 editorial, 4 regular articles, instructions to authors, and subscription order forms). • The second issue (fall 2009) will be a special issue on "Is there a pervasive implicit bias against theism in psychology" by Slife and Reber, 8 comments, and a reply.
· Plans and vision for future: 
· Moving to a quarterly journal in 2011. 	Comment: We have plenty of submissions! But we need to consider quality and workload!
· Publishing more international and more interdisciplinary work.
· Including interviews
· Special issues: Comment: Please consider a special issue!
· Considering the relation to the Society. Comment: The function of the journal has not significantly changed with the move to APA as our publisher. Many division 24 executive members of the past and present are members of the editorial board. A division journal should also announce division relevant
information: In 2011 I would like to include a NEWS and NOTES section 
that provides conference announcements, member news,
and other announcements relevant to the Division.
 -Book review editor: In 2011 I would like to add book reviews to the journal. A quarterly publication will provide enough space for the discussion of books.
	
Barbara thanked Thomas and Jeff for all of their hard work to date.

10.  Membership Chair’s Report (Jeff Reber, not present).
	Barbara just received report; will forward to committee.
	Forwarded report is inserted here:

Div. 24 Membership Committee Report
Submitted by Jeff Reber (Chair)
August, 2009

I.  The Numbers:  As of the date of the latest report I have received from Division Services (June, 2009), we appear to be on track to surpass our 2008 membership numbers this year.  We already have a grand total of 326 members (across all membership types) at the halfway point of this year compared to a grand total of 335 for all of last year.  This growth is due primarily to the large increase in new student members (42 already this year compared to 28 for all of last year) and an increase in the number of new affiliates (28 already this year compared to 23 for all of last year).  The growth in these two areas may be attributable to 1) initiatives focused on greater student involvement (e.g., participation in website development, presentation opportunities at conferences, awards and travel funds, roundtable discussions, student liaison, etc.) and 2) outreach efforts to increase affiliate participation (e.g., invited addresses, collaborative symposia at division conferences and co-authored publications in the journal).  The committee recommends continued support for these initiatives as well as increased support for early career psychologists, which continues to be the population most at risk for resignations in this division and across the APA.
II. The Website:  Last Fall the division’s former webmaster, Matt Draper, had a job change that unexpectedly resulted in the termination of the server access for the Society’s website at his previous institution.  Thanks to the quick thinking of Barbara and the efforts of Matt and our new temporary webmaster, John Carter, we were able to get the website moved to what we believe will be a permanent server location (at West Georgia), and we were able to reconstruct the website.  The website is linked from the APA division 24 webpage and can be found at the following url:  http://www.theoreticalpsychology.org/.  Following the request of the executive committee to begin work on updating and improving the website, a subcommittee of the membership committee has been formed to investigate options for website development.  John Carter is heading that committee and has already conducted several conference calls and made a number of assignments.  He can give a more detailed report of the committee’s progress.  I should also note that students are well represented on the committee.  I would like to publicly thank John, Matt, and Barbara for their great work on the website.
III. Welcome Letter:  A new welcome letter for prospective members has been posted on the website and is mailed by division services to individuals who express interest in the division.  Please encourage your colleagues, students, and affiliates to visit the website and read the letter or print off a few copies and hand them out at work and conferences.
Thank you for all you do to recruit and maintain members of this great society,
Jeff

11.  President-Elect’s Report (Kareen Malone):
 Naomi Lee will be program chair
 Program Theme:  Diversity within and without.  By this is meant a number of subthemes:
· Commensurability and incommensurability between paradigms within the Society of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology. How do we fructify from these differences rather than balkanize?
· What is the nature of difference? How do we conceive difference or otherness in itself?
· How do we bridge differences with the mainstream: how do we distinguish and communicate?
· What can theoretical psychology add to the current social mix of differences, pluralism and the desire by the APA to be more inclusive? Are there any epistemological issues or methods at issue or is this merely an issue with no philosophical standing: a contingent and historical question?

12.  Member-at-Large Report (Angelica Tratter, Thomas Teo; Jamie walker not present)

Angelica sent an email note:
· Requested a plea for more contributions to the student travel fund.
· Suggested that division members consider sponsoring a student for the $9 division fee.

 
13.  Historian’s Report (Alan Tjeltveit)
· Requested that presidents and secretaries send any material not necessary for their replacements to function in their elected capacities to the historian for safekeeping. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]14.  Student Representative’s Report (Dennis Wendt)
· Dennis will contact the new secretary-treasurer (Amy Fisher Smith) to make arrangements for distributing student travel awards.  Lisa will help to facilitate if necessary.
· The new student representative is Marissa Barnes.
15.  Webmaster’s Report (Jason Goertzen)
· Many ideas for improvements to the website are being explored, various software options are being discussed.
· Feedback from the executive committee concerning the aesthetic appeal and accessibility of various options is requested.

