Minutes

Executive Committee Meeting 
APA Division 24

Society for Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

Miami, Florida

February 23, 2008, 8:00 – 9:00 AM

In attendance: John Christopher, Cody Christopherson, Jason Goertzen, Barbara Held, Jeff Reber, Frank Richardson, Hank Stam, Jeff Sugarman, Thomas Teo, Alan Tjeltveit, Dennis Wendt.

Agenda prepared by Jeff Sugarman, Division President

1. Agenda was approved.

2. August 2007 Executive Committee minutes were approved. Minor spelling changes.

3. President’s Report (Jeff Sugarman):

Division Awards: 

Distinguished Contributions to Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology: Brewster Smith

Distinguished Service Award: Hank Stam.

Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contributions to Psychology: Roger Frie.
APA Boston conference: APA initially provided what was viewed as insufficient time for the Division program (21 hours). After the program had been set and those who had submitted proposals were notified regarding the acceptance or rejection of their proposals, the Program Chairs were informed that APA was providing four additional hours of program time. There were 42 proposals received (11 symposia, 1 conversation session, 38 individual papers, and 2 posters). 8 symposia, the conversation session, and 6 individual papers were accepted. All individual and symposia papers not accepted for oral presentation were offered poster presentations. There will be 19 posters. The social hour will be shared with Division 26.

Amendment of bylaws concerning elections was passed by membership vote. The new bylaws read:

V.2. The Nominations and Elections Committee shall be composed of the immediate Past-President, President, and President-Elect. The Nominations and Elections Committee shall endeavor to provide at least twice as many nominees as there are persons to be elected for each office of the Executive Committee. In instances where the Committee has made reasonable effort to identify suitable nominees for an office, but determines there to be insufficient number, the Committee is empowered to place only one candidate for that office on the ballot.
Editorship of JTTP Transition: From Ron Miller to Thomas Teo. Details about specific date of change of editorship are to be negotiated. In order to facilitate the transition, funds will be required to employ Ron Miller’s editorial assistant. The salary will be provided by funds not spent from this year’s budget ($800 for invited speaker, $300 for conference call, $250 for presidential initiatives) plus $150 from the president’s initiative for the following term (Barbara Held). Jeff Sugarman requested that the Executive support the transition both financially and by providing editorial assistance to Ron and Thomas. 

Gittler Award: Barbara Held distributed a one-page advertisment. The award is relevant to division and is made for the most scholarly contribution to the philosophical foundation of psychological knowledge. Former presidents of Division 24 are members of the selection committee and include Brewster Smith, Dan Robinson, and Louis Sass. Discussion followed. Conclusion: Criteria need to be more specific.

Midwinter conference: Jeff Sugarman thanked all involved in the organization of the first midwinter meeting: Blaine Fowers (local organizer), Hank Stam, Lisa Osbeck, Frank Richardson, Michael Westerman, Steve Harrist.

4. Overview of Midwinter Conference (Hank Stam):

The conference broke even from a financial standpoint. Special thanks to the University of Miami which paid for the lunch on February 23. Special thanks also to Blaine Fowers who negotiated with the Coral Gables Holiday Inn, adjacent to the University of Miami, for reduced hotel rates.

Advantages and disadvantages of a mid-winter meeting were discussed. It was suggested that the midwinter conference should be held every two years alternating with the ISTP conference. ISTP will be held again in 2009. Thus, the division’s next midwinter conference should be held in 2010. General agreement that this was a good idea. 

5. Secretary/Treasurer's Report (Lisa Osbeck - not present):

2-page summary was distributed: The division shows a surplus rather than a deficit at the end of the financial year. 

6. Council Representative's Report (Frank Richardson): Expressed some concerns about the bureaucratic nature of the council. Was unable to attend Council Meeting as it conflicted with the Midwinter Meeting.

7. Journal Editor's Report (Thomas Teo): Negotiations with the EPF (APA) are underway. It was recommended to contact commercial publishers and assess their interest in publishing the JTPP. There was a unanimous vote to continue negotiations with EPF. 

8. Membership Chair's Report (Jeff Reber): Membership committee active in solving decline in membership. Ideas on how to make the Division website more interactive and attractive were presented. The use of blog software was recommended. Details need to be worked out.

9. Historian's Report (Alan Tjeltveit); The Archives for the History of American Psychology in Akron, OH, contacted the historian and asked for financial support based on an fixed deduction from membership fees in Division 24. Pros and cons were discussed. Decision was postponed. 
10. Student Representative's Report (Cody Christopherson): Introduced his successor Dennis Wendt. 

