SOCIETY FOR THEORETICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL PSYCHOLOGY
2ND BIANNUAL MIDWINTER MEETING
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

February 27, 2010


In attendance: Kareen Malone (President), Alan Tjeltveit, Jeff Reber, Angelica Tratter, Barbara Held, Thomas Teo, John Carter (Secretary pro tempore), Frank Richardson, John Christopher, Marissa Barnes, Brent Melling, Dennis Wendt, Brent Melling

· Meeting began @ approximately 12:15pm

Opening Remarks and Greetings
· Kareen’s welcome
· Brief introductions of all present

Acceptance of Agenda
· [See Agenda document]
· Agenda accepted via voice vote: unanimous in favor

Approval of Minutes
· [See Past Minutes document, with edits noted]
· Revised Past Minutes document accepted via voice vote: unanimous in favor

President’s Report (Kareen Malone)
· In order to change our voting procedures for scholarly affiliate and email voting, we need to change our By-Laws at the August Business Meeting
· Slate of new year’s candidates for Executive Committee posts:
· President-Elect: James Lamiell, Mark Bickhard
· Member-At-Large: Kathleen Slaney, David Goodman
· Division Representative to APA: Frank Richardson, Lisa Osbeck
· Society Awards decisions:
· Award for Distinguished Theoretical and Philosophical Contributions to Psychology: Rom Harre
· Distinguished Service Award: Thomas Teo
· Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contribution to Psychology: Sarah Hickenbottom
· Theodore Sarbin Award: Mark Freeman
· Kareen will email Rom, Sarah, and Mark to inform them
· Amy Fisher Smith will need to make certificates for these winners
· Fellow’s Chair position  
· Hank Stam agreed to serve, but only commencing in Fall 2010
· Barbara wished to extend the courtesy of giving certificates to all new Division Fellows, regardless of APA Fellow status.  In the past, those who became APA Fellows before being nominated by the Division had not been receiving a certificate from the Division, as they had already received the APA certificate.

Website Redesign Subcommittee Report (Dennis Wendt in lieu of John Carter)
· [See Website powerpoint report]
· Division Logo
· Discussed the three logo ideas presented in the report 
· The Committee was not satisfied with any of these
· Kareen said that she could contact Clint Samples at UWG to see if he could generate some logo ideas for free
· Perhaps he could use a class-related assignment with his students to generate 10-12 ideas
· Division Membership could then vote from among these ideas
· Website Template
· The pictures on the left side of the template should rotate from time to time, to invite fresh traffic
· Add ‘Join’ tab to template design
· Blog Section
· Who would be allowed to comment on Blog posts?
· It was recommended that the Website Redesign Subcommittee contact CODAPAR at APA for advice about blogging, in order to avoid problems
· John Chr. will scan the CODAPAR report and send it to Dennis
· There should be guest bloggers, on a monthly rotation, who would take chief responsibility for generating blogs
· We need active submissions (posts) to give the appearance of activity on the website
· Members Only Section
· It was noted that we cannot allow voting via the website, due to questions of access for all Members
· Miscellaneous Comments
· Frank urged the posting of testimonials in several places, as he feels these kind of stories will be very inviting for new visitors
· Financial Needs
· Kareen moved to spend $100 for a DreamWeaver license so that the Webmaster can maintain the new site once it goes live
· This was approved via voice vote: unanimous in favor
· Kareen added a friendly amendment (non-binding) that if we can’t work something out for free with Clint regarding the logo, then we can either chip in or vote via email on allocating $100 for a logo design contest 

Council Representative’s Report
· [Not given]

Treasurer’s Report (Angelica Tratter in lieu of Amy Fisher Smith)
· [See Treasurer’s Report document and Budget spreadsheet]
· Assets
· Asset picture is not bad, relatively speaking
· Journal Monies
· Thomas raised the question of what the $5,717 listed as 2009 Journal Expenses is for, as it should be $0 due to APA handling the journal now
· Angelica to clarify this with Amy, in coordination with Thomas
· Thomas confirmed that we will get our first check (income) from the Journal in August, 2011
· Administrative Costs
· Why is there a huge increase in administrative costs, 2009 compared to previous years?
· Angelica to clarify with Amy, in coordination with Lisa Osbeck
· Contributions from Members
· Both Kareen and Barbara noted that some known contributions were missing from the report
· Angelica to clarify with Amy, in coordination with Lisa Osbeck

Past President’s Report (Barbara Held)
· Expression of Thanks
· Barbara gave thanks to the Website Redesign Subcommittee for their work on the new website, and to Jeff and John Car. for resurrecting our website in the Fall of 2008
· MidWinter Program
· Barbara raised the issue of the time equity given in our current MidWinter program for non-invited speakers
· John Chr. raised the issue of having someone who can manage the on-the-ground time-keeping and time management for the program
· John Chr. also commented on improving the quality of presentations, citing some of the student panels as examples of poor quality
· Barbara objected to this, citing the Division’s interest in expansion: If we want to grow, we have to invite and support students’ work
· There was general encouragement of giving real consideration (i.e. more time) for conversational and interactive sessions
· The question of who should Chair the 2012 MidWinter program was raised
· The Presidents Committee will discuss this decision
· Several members made the suggestion that the program may best be designed and managed by a committee of about 4, so that details do not get overlooked

Membership Chair’s Report (Jeff Reber)
· Overall Membership Status
· We are losing full members, but this is almost made up for by increases in students and affiliates
· Role of Student Affiliates
· Jeff raised the question of whether students are transitioning into members
· It was proposed that the Division try to get more students involved in program planning and the journal

Journal Editor’s Report (Thomas Teo)
· Thomas passed on giving this, in light of just having made a comprehensive presentation on the Journal with Jeff Sugarman in a previous session today

· At this point, the Agenda was discontinued due to time

Closing Comments
· Marissa made a quick plea to revive the Mentorship program
· Kareen asked for email comments and follow-up on the remainder of the Agenda items

· Meeting adjourned @ approximately 1:30pm


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS (attached as Appendices)
· [Agenda]
· [Past Minutes, Revised]
· [Progress Update on Website Redesign (Powerpoint)]
· [Treasurer’s Report]
· [2009 Budget (Excel)]
· [Member-At-Large Report—Michael Tissaw] 
· [Program Chair’s Report]
· [Member-At-Large Report—Angelica Tratter]
· [Student Representative’s Report]
· [APA Petition Resolution 2008]



 

