Minutes

Executive Committee Meeting

APA Division 24

Society for Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

San Francisco, California

August 18, 2007, 12:00 PM

In attendance:  Louis Sass, Hank Stam, Thomas Teo, Barbara Held, Jeff Reber, Lisa Osbeck, Amy Fisher-Smith, Brent Slife, Cody Christopherson (check), John Christopher, Jeff Sugarman, James Walkup, Fred Wertz, Jason Goertzen, Alan Tjeltveit
Agenda Prepared by Louis Sass, Division President

I. Announcement of Recent Division Election Results:

a. President:  Barbara Held

b. Member-at-large: James Walkup

c. Council Representative:  Frank Richardson

· Special thanks offered to all who ran for executive committee positions for their commitment to the division

II. Announcement of Division Award Recipients

a. Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contributions to Psychology:  

      Jeff Reber

b. Distinguished Contribution Award:   Edward Sampson

c. Theodore Sarbin Award:  Ken Gergen

d. Distinguished Service Award:  Frederick Wertz

· Congratulations extended to Jeff, Ed, Ken, and Fred for awards richly deserved.

· Congratulations also extended to Brent Slife, Jeff Reber, and Frank Richardson for the success of Critical Thinking about Psychology, which has become one of APA’s best-sellers. 


III. Reminder to attend invited addresses by Kareen Malone, Marina Perez (CHECK), Loic Wacquant

IV. Mid-Winter Meeting (Hank Stam)

a. The Mid-Winter meeting will be held at the Coral Gables Holiday Inn adjacent to the University of Miami.
b. The idea is to have longer papers, alternative formats, and more time for discussion than the summer meeting allows.

c. Discussions about keynote speakers are currently underway.

d. Call for Papers:  Papers are to be submitted by October 15 (CHECK WHERE).  Proposals for alternative formats particularly welcome.  

e. Registration fees: Lisa Osbeck will collect checks for registration and forward to APA.  The address will be posted on the website.

III. Two Initiatives Concerning Graduate Students:  Jason Goertzen, John Christopher, Amy Fisher Smith
a. Mentoring Social scheduled to follow business meeting on Sunday. Offers opportunity for students to meet more established scholars and identify those who might share their interests and provide some guidance. 
b. Creation of a student travel fund offering incentive for student affiliates to present at the annual meeting.  The funding would supplement the student paper award fund, not replace it. Initial efforts will involve contacting non-dues paying members of the division and asking for a contribution of one half of the division dues.  
i. Lisa mentioned excessive costs involved with conventional mailings but noted that many non-dues paying members appear to lack email addresses.  

Plan is to start with email list available. 
*Any division members who have not submitted their email addresses to APA are encouraged to do so.  The division listserve is taken from the APA site.

IV. Amending Division Bylaws Concerning Elections (Jeff Sugarman)
a. The division frequently faces difficulties finding appropriate and willing candidates to run for division offices.  There is also a risk that persons losing elections might lose interest in participating in the division or be discouraged from running in future elections.

b. According to APA, we are obliged only to run two candidates for the Council Representative position.

c. The committee was in agreement that two candidates are preferable to one but that a provision for one candidate would be helpful in some cases.

d. Wording for a proposed change to the bylaws enabling one candidate elections will be drafted by Jeff Sugarman and distributed to the executive committee for comment.  

e. Jeff will include a motion to change bylaws as agreed upon by the executive committee in the fall presidential letter.
V. Discussion of Endorsement of Resolution to Close Guantanamo Prison 

a. The issue of psychologists participating in interrogation measures will be dealt with by APA council.  

b. Discussion deferred to business meeting

VI. Issue of Endorsing Candidates for APA Elections

a. Past policy has been to avoid endorsing candidates, with an exception made in the case of Robert Sternberg.

b. The issue of whether this should be reconsidered was brought forward.

i. James Bray has contacted the division for endorsement and expressed interest in supporting smaller divisions

ii. Fred noted that Division 32 has made a decision to endorse Bray

c. The consensus was that the issue would be discussed at the business meeting to consider the opinions of the wider membership on this issue.  

d. It was also agreed that if we are to endorse any candidate, we should meet with and research that candidate and report on this meeting to the wider membership.

i. In this case, a sub-committee (Fred and Barbara) will meet with Bray if possible and report back on this discussion at the business meeting.   

e. Following the sub-committee meeting and the business meeting, the committee will vote on whether to endorse Bray’s candidacy.  A two-thirds majority was agreed upon for this vote.

Reports:

Note:  Because of time constraints,  only reports by executive committee members unable to attend the business meeting were given.

1. Council Representative’s Report (Brent Slife)

a. APA membership is generally steady but there is a gradual decline in student membership.  

b. APA initiatives include

i. Website Improvement

ii. Program initiatives

      c. Decisions appear to be made by committees before council voting occurs. It would be most helpful for the new representative to get involved with the committees that make these decisions if possible.

2. Membership Chair Report (Jeff Reber)

a. Jeff expressed interest in adding another person to the membership committee.

i. Cody will join, as will Brent; Jason will also remain on this committee

ii. The committee will target non-APA members and non-psychologists

iii. Jason noted that the web site could also use improvements; most notably by more interactive format.  A subcommittee of the membership committee will look into website improvements.  John will also be part of this committee.

b. It was also suggested that a means for proposing symposia might be introduced to encourage participation by those who might not know enough people to organize a symposium.  Paper sessions to include new participants were also encouraged.

3. Treasurer’s report (Lisa Osbeck)

a. The budgeted vs. actual figures through June, projected expenses through the end of the year, and comparison 2006 figures were distributed to the committee. 

i. Income through APA dues statements are up 472.00 from 2006; the dues increase this year is the likely reason.

ii. New member dues are actually down thus far in comparison to 2006 figures.

iii. Professional and Student Affiliates dues remain about the same.

b. Interest and Dividend income should increase slightly:  A long-term investment of Sarbin Award funds has been made with a Vanguard fund.  Details of the fund selected were distributed to the committee. 

Other reports will be given at the Business Meeting

Meeting adjourned.
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