Executive Committee Meeting Minutes for August 2000
Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology
Division 24 of the American Psychological Association
Minutes of the Annual Executive Committee/Business Meeting
August 5 and 6, 2000, Washington, DC

Present for the Executive Committee Meeting: Edwin Gantt, Rachel Hare-Mustin, Barbara Held, Adelbert Jenkins, Ronald Miller ,Jeffrey Reber, Frank Richardson, Brent Slife, Amy Fisher Smith, Tod Sloan, Hank Stamm, Robert Sternberg, Jeff Sugarman, Fred Wertz, Richard Williams, Stephen Yanchar.

Committee Members Unable to Attend: George Howard, Daniel Robinson. 

After approving the agenda for the meeting, the committee approved the minutes of the Winter Executive Committee Conference Call of February 12, 2000, as printed in the Spring Presidential Letter to members. 

President's Report (Brent Slife)
Congratulations to the winners of the Division 24 election are as follows: Frank Richardson for President-elect, Jeff Sugarman for Secretary-Treasurer, and Suzanne Kirschner for the Member-at-Large. Also the following appointments have been made. Liaison to the APA Committee on Women in psychology- Carolyn Hope; Liaison to the Scientific Directorate- Scott Churchill; Liaison to the Theory and Psychology Journal- Amy Fisher Smith. 

The Awards Committee has selected Joseph F. Rychlak to receive the Distinguished Contribution Award; and Hendrika Vande Kemp the Division Service Award. 

Alan Waterman is unable to attend the APA Council meeting on August 6, 2000, and a discussion was held of who might be able to attend in his absence. There was also discussion of the fact that there are no new Fellows of the Division this year, and that we need to appoint a replacement for Joseph Rychlak in the Professional Affiliates position on the Executive Committee. Joe has resigned from the position due to health reasons. 

Frank Richardson was applauded for the excellent program he put together for this year's Annual Meeting. Outgoing Committee members Del Jenkins (Member-at-Large), Professional Affiliates Chair Joseph Rychlak, and Secretary-Treasurer Ron Miller, and Past-President Fred Wertz were all thanked for their substantial service to the Division. 

Secretary-Treasurer's Report (Ron Miller)
With our dues increase that went into effect this year, the Division is back on solid financial ground. Despite a deficit of $4081.00 for the 1999 fiscal year, we currently have total assets of $15,681.00, about equally divided between cash and investment accounts. It is expected that we will end the fiscal year 2000 in the black. 

The proposed expense budget for fiscal year 2001 is $12, 400.00 and income is projected at $13, 400. Expenses are increased $300.00 for student awards, $300.00 for convention speakers, and a new line item, President's Initiative Fund is created with a $450.00 budget. Operating expenses totaling $450.00 were cut from various lines in the budget since these funds have rarely been spent. 

Program Chair's Report (Frank Richardson)
While there were a few less papers submitted this year than in previous years, the quality was generally quite high. The program includes eleven symposia, eighteen papers. Nine of the papers will be presented in our first use of the poster format. The acceptance rate was 90%. There are two invited speakers: Michael Sandel and Charles Guignon. 

There was a discussion of the possibility of building a President's Mini-Convention around a Theoretical/Philosophical theme in future years. Also discussed was the desirability of holding a mid-winter meeting in a warm climate for discussions of critical theoretical/philosophical issues in a setting that would allow for more in depth dialogue and exchange. There was a strong consensus that this would be both highly desirable and very costly. It was suggested that a grant might be pursued for such a meeting. 

Council Representative's Report (Alan Waterman)
Alan was unable to attend.

Continuing Education Chair's & Ethics in Psychology Listserve Report (Alan Tjeltveit)
This year's workshop on ethical issues in psychotherapy led by Blaine Fowers and Frank Richardson was well attended (14 registrations) and the feedback has been excellent. Suggestions for next year's pre-convention workshop were sought, and "Critical Thinking" emerged as the consensus topic. 

The Division 24 Ethical Issues Listserve that began this year now has 110 members and consistent use exploring ethical issues in psychology on both a practical and theoretical level. APA is considering eliminating its role in ethics enforcement, and the Division will oppose this move. 

Membership Chair's Report (Edwin Gantt)
New efforts to use the Division's Website to recruit members are contemplated, as is recruiting more international members, particularly from European countries where theoretical/philosophical psychology is much more popular than in North America. Suggestions from the membership are most welcome.

Journal Editor's Report
The journal will be reducing expenses by using a slightly less expensive paper. There is an increase in advertising in the journal including an exchange of ads with Theory and Psychology.

In a related matter Dan Robinson announced to the Business Meeting that he had just been informed that APA had received a significant donation that is earmarked for the promotion of theoretical and philosophical psychology.

President-elect's Report (Robert Sternberg)
APA has agreed to publish a book on how ideas in psychology achieve intellectual and practical impact on the discipline and the culture. Robert Sternberg will edit the volume and donate his royalties to Division 24. Feedback on the proposal was sought from the Executive Committee. Efforts to make the work of the Division and its members known to psychologists working in the more traditional areas of psychology will be a high priority, as will securing funds for a mid-winter meeting. Amy Fisher Smith and Jeffrey Reber will be Program Chairs for this year's convention.

Fellows Chair Report (George Howard)
There were no new Fellows elected this year.

Members-at-Large Report (Barbara Held, Hank Stamm, Adelbert Jenkins)
The Members -at-Large offered to assist the Membership Chair in his efforts to increase membership in the Division. 

Historian's Report (Richard Williams)
Richard William's has resigned as the Division historian. The Austrian Journal of Psychology will be publishing the Division's history published by APA last year and written by Richard Williams.

Webmaster's Report (Tod Sloan)
The Division's website is up and running at the University of Tulsa and has over 100 "hits" per week. It was suggested that the minutes of the Executive Committee's Meetings be posted to the website. 

Critical Thinking Task Force Chair's Report (Stephen Yanchar)
Divisions 1, 2, 26, and 32 have been contacted to develop an inter-divisional dialogue on critical thinking issues. Thus far Divisions 2 and 26 have responded positively to our overtures.

There being no additional business old or new the meetings were adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Ronald B. Miller, PhD

Secretary- Treasurer.

