Midwinter Executive Committee Meeting

Society for Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

APA Division 24

February 3, 2007

Committee Members Participating: Louis Sass, Henderikus Stam, Jeff Sugarman, Lisa Osbeck, Brent Slife, Thomas Teo, John Christopher, Ron Miller, Frederick Wertz, Jamie Walkup, Alan Tjeltveit, Jeff Reber, Jason Goertzen, Cody Christopherson.

Not Participating: Amy Fisher-Smith, Matthew Draper

Opening Remarks (Louis Sass)

Louis began by welcoming and thanking the committee for their participation and support. 

II. Update on Midwinter Meeting (Hank Stam)

Blaine Fowers has graciously agreed to be local organizer for a trial midwinter meeting for 2008, the purpose of which is to allow for longer papers and more conversation than is possible in the summer meeting.

The midwinter executive committee meeting will take place at the midwinter meeting rather than by phone.

The meeting will take place February 22-24, 2008 and will be held at the Holiday Inn Coral Gables, adjacent to the University of Miami. 

Hank Stam will chair the organizing committee, which includes Blaine Fowers, Frank Richardson, Michael Westerman, Steve Harrist, Jeff Sugarman, and Lisa Osbeck. Other volunteers are welcome to participate.

The call for papers for the first midwinter meeting will go out later this year. It was requested that this happen as soon as possible.

III. Annual Convention Program 2007 (Jamie Walkup)

Jamie Walkup reported that the program includes a good representation of senior members, students, and persons from outside the division, including foreign participants.

Highlights of the program include invited addresses from Marino Alvarez-Perez, Loic Wacquant, and Kareen Malone as well as from distinguished contribution award winner Ed Sampson.

The program features eight symposia, three paper sessions, and a poster session in addition to the invited and presidential addresses.

IV. Approval of Bylaws (Lisa Osbeck)

New wording of the bylaws relevant to the Professional Affiliates category in keeping with the name change from "Division" to "Society" was approved by the executive committee in August, 2006 to put forward for membership vote.

NEW WORDING: "2.a. Professional Affiliates: Interested individuals who are not members of APA may join the Society upon payment of dues. Professional Affiliate dues are equivalent to Member dues." 

Twenty-six votes were received by email or paper ballot to approve the change in wording on the bylaws. No votes against the change in wording were received.

V. Initiative Concerning Graduate Students (Jason Goertzen and John Christopher)

    a. New Student Scholarship Program is being initiated to provide travel for students.

    Funds will be solicited through donation, to be requested in the presidential newsletter.
    The plan is also to approach the 176 dues-exempt status members to request a contribution to the scholarship fund.
    Jason, John, and Amy will look into the matter of how best to approach the dues-exempt members.

    b. Student Mentorship Program

    There is interest in initiating a program by which graduate students might be paired with a mentor to provide guidance on publishing, 
    careers, and other matters.

    It was agreed that a planning meeting will be arranged for this purpose during the August meeting. Interested potential mentors and mentees
    could attend.

    An announcement concerning the planning meeting for this program will be announced in the presidential newsletter.

    It was also suggested that the program be announced on the website to solicit names of persons willing to serve as mentors along with a
    description of their areas of expertise. Students could then use this to identify appropriate potential mentors.

VI. Amending Bylaws Concerning Elections (Jeff Sugarman)

Two candidates for each open position are currently required.

This is problematic against the diminishing pool of applicants, especially given that those not elected are often not inclined to run again. 

Changes in the bylaws were proposed to allow the option of having one candidate on the ballot when necessary.

There are two options: One is to rewrite the bylaws and the other is to delete the bylaws, leaving the decision about number of candidates up to the nominating committee. 

The committee agreed that it would be best to specify the one candidate policy in the bylaws explicitly, but a vote will be taken at the August business meeting. The proposed change in bylaws will be included in the spring newsletter. 

Also agreed was that the two candidate option remains preferable when possible, and that the division should always announce that we are seeking and would welcome nominations for the open positions. Strategies for recruiting nominations will also be discussed at the business meeting. 

VII. Targeted Membership Drive: Jeff Reber

Membership is at 385 for 2006, down only one from 386 in 2005. 

There were 20 new members and 10 new international affiliates. 

Student memberships continue to increase, but continuing members declined from 242 to 229. Members appear less likely to sign up again between the 7th and 14 th year of membership. Therefore the focus on early career psychologists is continuing. It is also hoped that the new brochure will attract members.

Jeff Reber would like to organize a membership committee to focus on recruitment and retention. 

Jeff Sugarman pointed out that the leadership conference made clear that APA’s numbers are increasing while Division 24's numbers are declining. He also suggested that unlike most other divisions, many people develop interest in the division in mid to late career, therefore this group should be targeted in addition to students and early career psychologists.

VIII Presidential Report (Louis Sass)

Division awards:

Distinguished Contribution Award: Edward Sampson

Sigmund Koch Award: Jeffrey Reber

Distinguished Service Award: Frederick Wertz

Candidates for Open Positions: 

The roster is nearing completion and will be distributed when finalized.

IX. President-Elect’s Report (Jeff Sugarman)

Two seats are coming up on the Committee on Division/APA Relations (CODAPAR). Candidates must be current division officers.

X. Past President’s Report (Hank Stam)

Nothing else to report

XI. Secretary/Treasurer’s Report (Lisa Osbeck)

Year-end financial records have not yet been posted by APA, so this is a preliminary report. 

Total Assets: The division’s current total assets are $28, 611.58, divided between cash and short-term investment accounts. 

2006 Income: Factoring out the Sarbin award money (donated in 2005) the division actually shows a slight increase in income from 2005 to 2006, (from 9, 265 to 9,650), approximately 4%. This is just under the 2004 total of 9,756.

2006 Expenses: Have spent slightly under what was budgeted, but the loss was still just under $2,500.

Proposed 2007 Budget

Estimated Income: 10,450 (takes into account increase in member and student dues); is conservative on estimate of interest and dividends.

Estimated Expenses

Main change is an increase in estimate of journal cost s based on last year’s figures. 

Student paper awards: Last year paid 150 (down from previous years), so have budgeted 200. 

Amount for convention speakers is increased this year. We discussed last year the fact that it was difficult to attract people for the amount we had been offering. Figure from Jamie was $800.

Mailings: Budgeted 1,200 though we spent over 1,700. Thought this was something we could work on. 

Comments: Concerns were expressed about the ongoing deficit; this will be analzyed.

Hank noted that the Sarbin fund should be separated from the other holdings.

X. Council Representative’s Report (Brent Slife)

APA considers "Critical Thinking about Psychology" to be a best-seller. 

Brent is heading for the mid-winter council meeting. Issues of particular interest to the division include: renewed interest in psychoanalytic psychology, a resolution for rejecting intelligent design as a scientific theory, continuing discussion of evidence-based practice, accreditation of graduate programs. 

Brent is exploring the possibility of making critical thinking an accredited skill base for graduate training.

XI. Journal Editor’s Report (Ron Miller)

The first issue o f the double issue just returned from the printer (spring/fall 2006). The journal will then be caught up. The summer issue will appear in fall 2007. 

After the double issue there will be an effort to keep pages down to 100/issue.

The question of who owns copyright on articles published electronically. Ron will look into this. 

XII. Fellows Chair Report (Fred Wertz)

There were 14 members who received fellow’s status within the division

An additional 21 persons who are fellows of APA but not of the division have been identified. There work will be reviewed and the list potential fellows will be made available. 

A new initiative has begun to nominate some persons who are not members of APA. Standards will be more rigorous and difficult. Fred will also distribute this list when available.

XIII. Historian’s Report (Alan Tjeltveit)

Nothing to report

XIV Members at Large Report (John Christopher and Thomas Teo)

Thomas encouraged consideration of how the division might get involved in the upcoming ISTP conference (International Society for Theoretical Psychology). Suggested that advertising material be brought to the conference, books by members displayed, etc.

XV Student Representative Report (Jason Goertzen)

Jason will end his term in August and Cody Christopherson (Notre Dame) will take over.

XVI. Meeting concluded

