Executive Committee Meeting Minutes for August 2002
 

Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology

Division 24 of the American Psychological Association

Minutes of the Annual Executive Committee/Business Meetings

August 22 and 24, 2002, Chicago, IL

 

Present for the Executive Committee Meeting: Blaine Fowers, Barbara Held, Adelbert Jenkins, Suzanne Kirschner, Jack Martin, Donald Polkinghorne, Frank Richardson, Brent Slife, Amy Fisher Smith, Jeff Sugarman, Robert Woolfolk.

 

Committee Members Unable to Attend: Matt Draper, Edwin Gantt, Robert Sternberg, Steve Yancher, Tim Zeddies.

 

The committee approved the agenda and the minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting of February 17, 2002 were amended. 

 
President’s Report  (Frank Richardson)

Newly elected officers were congratulated: Adelbert Jenkins for President-elect and Donald Polkinghorne for Member-at-Large. 

 

Barbara Held was thanked for her service to the Division as Member-at-Large for the past three years.

 

The Awards Committee has selected Donald Polkinghorne to receive the Division 24 Award for Distinguished Contributions to Theoretical Psychology and Edwin Gantt to receive the Division 24 Sigmund Koch Award for Early Career Contribution to Psychology. A student award was presented to Guido Mascialino, a student at The University of Texas, for his paper entitled: "Martin and Sugarman on the Self: A Critical Appraisal."

 

This year's convention featured evening sessions provided by Blaine Fowers and Kareen Malone. As well, a Festschrift honoring the work of Joseph Rychlak is taking place.

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report (Jeff Sugarman)

Figures were presented for the 2001 budget. An increase in the budget of $500.00 for mailing costs was approved. The Division currently is on stable financial ground, showing a small net profit for the second consecutive year.

 

Program Chair’s Report (Robert Woolfolk)

Although there are anecdotal reports that some members did not submit proposals for this year's convention due to the reduction in presentation hours allocated to the Division 24 Program, the number of proposals submitted is consonant with previous years. 

 

The initiative to invite scholars from outside the division, but who share our interests, resulted in a symposium at this year's convention involving members of the Association for the Advancement of Philosophy and Psychiatry. As well, Paul Woodruff, Mary Helen Thompson Centennial Professor of Philosophy and Hayden Head Regents Professor of Liberal Arts at the University of Texas was one of the invited speakers.

 

There was discussion of difficulties with the APA website regarding the provision of the Division 24 Program, and how we generally might make better use of web based and email resources.

 

Council Representative’s Report (Robert Woolfolk)

There was nothing to report at this time.

 

Journal Editor’s Report (Robert Woolfolk)

A new editorial board is being formed. It was agreed that the editor should actively seek a commercial publisher for the journal, with the proviso that any final decision was subject to approval by the executive committee. The possibility of additional financial support for the journal was discussed, and it was determined that the division has a limited budget for any such assistance, although it may be possible to provide some funding for technical transitions. No funding of salaried positions is possible.

 

Cluster Representative's Report (Tim Zeddies) 

Tim was unable to attend.

 

Membership Chair’s Report (Edwin Gantt)

Edwin was unable to attend. However, he submitted a report which was provided at the meeting.

 

President-Elect’s Report  (Jack Martin)

A report was submitted detailing suggestions obtained from the membership in response to the request printed in the Spring Presidential Letter. At this point, there appears to be little advantage to becoming a society. 

 

Suzanne Kirschner will act as the Program Chair for the 2003 APA Annual Convention in Toronto. The theme for the program is "theoretical and philosophical issues in psychology, and the future of theoretical psychology." There will be continued efforts to invite and involve scholars from outside the division. As well, given the reduction in presentation time, the poster session will be expanded to accommodate worthy proposals. 

 

In response to members' requests to have more open governance, the membership will be asked to submit nominations for candidates for new divisional officers and award recipients.

 

Fellows Chair Report  (Brent Slife)

Two applications for divisional fellow status were put forward this year: Barbara Held and Jeff Sugarman. Brent Slife requested that the executive nominate candidates deserving of fellow status.

 

Members-at-Large Report (Barbara Held, Suzanne Kirschner, Amy Fisher Smith) 

Amy Fisher Smith mentioned that the "Division Spotlight" feature in the APA Monitor is restricted to advertising events of interest to the whole of APA. She also has spoken with Matt Draper regarding the implementation of an on-line student journal. A discussion ensued about the merits and pitfalls of these kinds of projects, as well as other ways that greater student involvement might be solicited.

 

Historian’s Report (Blaine Fowers)

It was requested that Blaine Fowers attempt to collect a complete set of Division 24 bulletins and journals as it appears no such collection exists.

 

Webmaster’s Report (Matt Draper)

Matt Draper was unable to attend.

 

Critical Thinking  Task Force Chair’s  Report (Stephen Yanchar)

Steve Yancher was unable to attend.

 

Old Business
Brent Slife reported that the edited volume entitled, "Developing Critical Thinking in Psychology," is proceeding with two additional editors, Frank Richardson and Jeff Reber. APA Books has agreed to publish the book.

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Sugarman, PhD

Secretary- Treasurer.

